asa

in many verses. A quick visit to a library or nerstone of a building in New York City. In
a few minutes of research in your own dic- the same city, the name has also been found
tionaries will likely reveal that the name Je- in Hebrew in a colorful mosaic decorating a
hovah is widely accepted as the vernacular busy subway station. It is safe to say, howequivalent of the Tetragrammaton. For ex- ever, that of the thousands of people who
ample, the Encyclopedia International point- have walked by these locations, few have atedly defines the name Jehovah as the tached any significance to the inscriptions.
"modern form of the Hebrew sacred name of
Is the name of God important to people
God." A recent edition of The New Encyclo- in your part of the world? Or do most replEdia Britannica explains that Jehovah is the fer to the Creator as "God," as if this title
"Judeo-Christian name for God."
were his actual name? Your personal obser'But,' you may wonder, 'is God's name a vation might be that many people do not
matter of concern to people today?' The give any thought to whether God even has a
name of God, in one form or another, is still name. What about you? Do you feel comfortfeatured in many public areas. For instance, able addressing God by his personal name,
the name Jehovah is inscribed on the cor- Jehovah?

e!

What is God's name? Humans all have personal names.
Why, many people even name theirpets! Would it not be reasonable for God to
have a name? Having and using personal names is unquestionably a vital
part ofhuman relationships and interactions. Should it be different when
it comes to our relationship with God? Ironically, millions who profess
faith in the God of the Bible do not use his personal name. Yet, God's name
has been known for centuries. As you read this series ofarticles, learn of
times when God's name was widely used. More important, learn what
the Bible says about getting to know God by name.
y THE 17th century,
several European counB
tries were minting coins fea-

and the Tetragrammaton.
The symbol, also used on
flags and coins, was known
as the Jehovah-Sun insignia.
turing the name of God. A
Clearly, the deeply religious
German coin minted in the
The Tetragrammaton, meaning
year 1634 prominently feaEuropeans of the 17th and
ufour letters, spells out the
tured the name Jehovah. personal name of God in Hebrew
18th centuries knew that
Such coins became popularAlmighty God had a name.
ly known as the Jehovah talers, or Jehovah More significantly, they were not afraid to
coins, and were circulated for decades.
use it.
Jehovah' is a rendering of God's name that
The name of God was no mystery in Colohas been recognized for centuries. In He- nial America either. Consider, for example,
brew, a language that is read from right to the American Revolutionary soldier Ethan
left, the name appears as four consonants, Allen. According to his memoirs, in 1775 he
m;,'. These four Hebrew characters-trans- demanded that his enemies surrender "in the
literated YHWH-are known as the Tetra- name of the Great Jehovah." Later, during
grammaton. God's name in this form was the presidency of Abraham Lincoln, several
also inscribed on European coins for de- advisers made frequent mention of Jehovah
cades.
in their letters to Lincoln. Other American
God's name can also be found on build- historical documents containing the name of
ings, monuments, and works of art as well God are available for public review in many
as in many church hymns. According to the libraries. These are but a few examples of
German Brockhaus encyclopedia, at one time how the name of God has for centuries been
it was customary for Protestant princes to prominently displayed.
What about today? Has the name of God
wear an insignia composed of a stylized sun
been forgotten? Hardly. Various Bible trans• This series of articles displays 39 forms of the name Jeholations feature the personal name of God
vah as used in over 95 languages.

,

A King Who Made Known
the Name ofJehovah

,
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In 1852 a group of missionaries set out from Hawaii for the
islands of Micronesia. They carried with them a letter of introduction
that bore the official seal of King Kamehameha III, the then ruling
monarch of the Hawaiian Islands. This letter, originally written in Hawaiian and addressed to the various rulers of the Pacific Islands,
said in part: "There are about to sail for your islands some teachers of the Most High God, Jehovah, to make known unto you
His Word for your eternal salvation .... I commend these good
teachers to your esteem and friendship and exhort you to listen to their instructions.... I advise you to throwaway your
idols, take the Lord Jehovah for your God, worship and love Him
and He will bless and save you."
King Kamehameha 11/
Hawaii State ArChives

Awake!®
THIS JOURNAL IS PUBLISHED for the enlightenment of the
entire family. It shows how to cope with today's problems. It reports
the news, tells about people in many lands, examines religion
and science. But it does more. It probes beneath the surface and
points to the real meaning behind current events, yet it always
stays politically neutral and does not exalt one race above another.
Most important, this magazine builds confidence in the Creator's
promise of a peaceful and secure new world that is about to
replace the present wicked, lawless system of things.
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ted that in teaching the Bible, he was merely obeying a
divine command. Still, he received the death sentence.
ond century C.E., and he was
known for holding open meetOn the day of his execution,
ings where he taught from the
Ben Teradion was wrapped in
Sefer Torah, a scroll containthe very scroll of the Bible
ing the first five books of the
that he was holding when arBible. Ben Teradion was also
rested. Then he was burned
known for usi ng the personat the stake. The Encyclopaedia Judaica says that "in oral name of God and teaching it to others. Considering
der to prolong his agony tufts
that the first five books of
of wool soaked in water were
the Bible contain the name of A relief depicting the execution placed over his heart so that
he should not die quickly." As
God more than 1,800 times,
of Hananiah ben Teradion
part of his punishment, his
how could he teach the Torah
wife was also executed and his daughter sold
without teaching about God's name?
Ben Teradion's day, however, was a danger- to a brothel.
ous time for jewish scholars. According to
Although the Romans were responsible for
Jewish historians, the Roman emperor had this brutal execution of Ben Teradion, the Talmade it illegal under penalty of death to teach mud' states that "the punishment of being
or practice Judaism. Eventually, the Romans burnt came upon him because he pronounced
arrested Ben Teradion. At his arrest he was
Talmud is a compilation of ancient Jewish tradition
holding a copy of the Sefer Torah. When re- and• The
is regarded as one of the most sacred and influential writsponding to his accusers, he candidly admit- ten works of the Jewish religion.
IS name was Hananiah
ben Teradion. He was a
H
Jewish scholar of the sec-
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trash, resulting in a desecration of the divine
name.
The Encyclopaedia Judaica says that
"the avoidance of pronouncing the name
YHWH ... was caused by a misunderstanding of the Third Commandment." The third
of the Ten Commandments given by God to
the Israelites states: "You must not take up
the name of Jehovah your God in a worthless
way, for Jehovah will not leave the one unpunished who takes up his name in a worthless way." (Exodus 20:7) Hence, God's decree
against the improper use of his name was
twisted into a superstition.
Surely, no one today claims that God would
have someone burned at the stake for pronouncing the divine name! Yet, Jewish superstitions regarding God's personal name
still survive. Many continue to refer to the
Tetragrammaton as the "Ineffable Name"
and the "Unutterable Name." In some circles
all references to God are intentionally mispronounced to avoid violating the tradition.
the Name in its full spelling." Yes, to the Jews, For example, Jah, or Yah, an abbreviation for
pronouncing the personal name of God was God's personal name, is pronounced Kah.
indeed a serious transgression.
Hallelujah is pronounced Hallelukah. Some
even avoid writing out the term "God," substiThe Third Commandment
Evidently, during the first and second cen- tuting a dash for one or more letters. For inturies C.E., a superstition regarding the use of stance, when they wish to write the English
God's name took hold among the Jews. The word "God," they actually write "G-d."
Mishnah (a collection of rabbinic commenFurther Efforts to Hide the Name
taries that became the foundation of the TalJudaism is by no means the only religion
mud) states that "one who pronounces the di- that avoids using the name of God. Convine name as it is spell" has no portion in the sider the case of Jerome, a Catholic priest
future earthly Paradise promised by God.
and secretary to Pope Damasus I. In the
What was the origin of such a prohibition? year 405 C.E., Jerome completed his work on
Some claim that the Jews considered the a translation of the entire Bible into Latin,
name of God too sacred for imperfect hu- which became known as the Latin Vulgate.
mans to pronounce. Eventually, there was Jerome did not include God's name in his
a hesitancy even to write the name. Accord- translation. Rather, following a practice of
ing to one source, that fear arose because of his time, he substituted the words "LOId" and
a concern that the document in which the "God" for the divine name. The Latin Vulname was written might later end up in the gate became the first authorized Catholic Bi-

What comes to your mind when you hear
the term "Hallelujah"? Perhaps it reminds
you of Handel's "Messiah," a musical masterpiece from the 1700's that features the
dramatic Hallelujah chorus. Or you may
think of the famous American patriotic
song "The Battle Hymn of the Republic,"
also known as "Glory, Hallelujah." Surely, from one source or another, you have
heard the word "Hallelujah." Perhaps you
even use it from time to time. But do you
know what it means?
Hallelujah-The English transliteration
of the Hebrew expression ha·!e!u-Yah',
meaning "praise Jah," or "praise Jah, you
people."
Jah-A poetic shortened form of the
name of God, Jehovah. It appears in the Bible more than 50 times, often as part of the
expression "Hallelujah."
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ble translation and the basis for many other
translations in several languages.
For instance, theDouay l1!rsion, a 16lO Catholic translation, was basically a Latin Vulgate
translated into English. It is no surprise, then,
that this Bible did not include God's personal name at all. However, the Douay l1!rsion
was not just another Bible translation. It became the only authorized Bible for Englishspeaking Catholics until the 1940's. Yes, for
hundreds of years, the name of God was hidden from millions of devoted Catholics.
Consider also the King James l1!rsion. In
1604 the king of England, James I, commissioned a group of scholars to produce an English version of the Bible. Some seven years
later, they released the King James l1!rsion, also
known as the Authorized l1!rsion.
In this case too, the tra nslators chose to
avoid the divine name, using it in Just a lew
verses. In most instances God's name was replaced by the word "LORD" or "GOD" to
represent the Tetragrammaton. This version
became the standard Bible for millions. The
Ubrld Book Encyclopedia states that "no impOl·tant English translations of the Bible appeared for more than 200 years after the
publication of the King James Version. During this time, the King James l-ersion was the
most widely used translation in the Englishspeaking world."
The above are just three of the many Bible translations published over the past centuries that omit or downplay the name of God.
It is no wonder that the vast majority of professed Christians today hesitate to use the divine name or do not know it at all. Granted,
over the years some Bible translators have included the personal name of God in their versions. Most of these, however, have been published in more recent times and with minimal
impact on the popular attitudes toward God's
name.

A Practice in Conflict With God's Will

The widespread failure to use God's name
is based strictly on human tradition and
not on Bible teachings. "Nothing in the Torah prohibits a person from pronouncing
the Name of God. Indeed, it is evident from
scripture that God's Name was pronounced
routinely," explains jewish researcher Tracey R. Rich, author of the Internet site Judaism lOJ. Yes, in Bible times God's worshipers
used his name.
Clearly, knowing God's name and using it
brings us closer to the approved way of worshiping him, the way he was worshiped in Bible times. This can be our first step in establishing a personal relationship with him,
which is much better than simply knowing
what his name is. Jehovah God actually invites us to have such a relationship with him.
He inspired the warm invitation: "Draw close
to God, and he will draw close to you." (James
4:8) You may ask, however, 'How could mortal man enjoy such intimacy with Almighty
GodT The following article explains how you
can develop a relationship with Jehovah.

God's Name in Your Name?
Many Bible names are still popular today,
In some cases the original Hebrew meaning of these names actually included the
personal name of God. Here are a few examples of such names and their meaning.
Perhaps your name is one of them.
Joanna-"Jehovah Has Been Gracious"
Joel-"Jehovah Is God"
John-"Jehovah Has Shown Favor"
Jonathan-"Jehovah Has Given"
Joseph-"May Jah Add"*
Joshua-"Jehovah Is Salvation"
* "Jah" is an abbreviated form of "Jehovah."
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NEWSPAPER columnist received the following letter

from a reader: "1 have wrestled all my life with this
A
question, and 1 hope you can provide an answer. What is

God's name? The Jews say the real name has been lost to
the ages. The Christians call Him Jesus. The Muslims call
Him Allah.... So, what is it?" The newspaper published
the question along with this answer: "According to ancient
Hebrew teachings, God is omnipotent, so He cannot be
contained in anyone name. 1 assure you, however,
He (or She) will answer to any name you
respectfully come up with."

Such a casual attitude toward the name of
God is not rare today. Although religiously
inclined, many who believe in the Bible give
litlle thought to the issue of God's name. But
how does God feel about it? Is it such a trivial matter to him?
Not a Trivial Matter
Consider the fact that the Bible mentions
God's personal name, Jehovah, thousands of
times. I n the New World Translation ofthe Holy
Scriptures, the divine name appears 7,210
times" It was God himself who inspired Bi• The Nelli World Trans/arion of fhe Holy Scriptures, published
by Jehovah's Witnesses., is a Bible translation that replaces the
archaic language of old translations with current speech forms.
The foremost feature of this translation is the restoration of the
divine name to its rightful place in the Bible text. To date. over
122 million copies have been printed. in whole or in parI. in 45
languages.

ble writers to use his name so prominently. One of these writers, the psalmist Asaph,
wrote: "You, whose name is Jehovah, you
alone are the Most High over all the earth."
(Psalm 83: 18) David also wrote in a psalm:
"Concerning the name of Jehovah our God
we shall make mention."-Psalm 20:7.
The Bible shows that Jehovah God examines our heart to determine how we feel
about his name. The psalmist said: "If we
have forgotten the name of our God, ... will
not God himself search this out? For he is
aware of the secrets of the heart." (Psalm
44:?0, 21) The prophet lsaiah wrote: "Give
thanks to Jehovah, you people! Call upon his
name. Make known among the peoples his
dealings. Make mention that his name is put
on high"-lsaiah 12:4.

God Knows You by Name
God said to Moses: "I do know you by name." (Exodus 33:
12) The well-known account of the burning bush verifies this. The Bible says that God "called to
him out of the midst of the thorn bush and
said: 'Moses! Moses!'" (Exodus 3:4) This is just
one example of the numerous occasions when
God addressed people by their personal name.
Clearly, the Creator of the universe is interested
in us as individuals.
The Bible says that God knows each one of
the many billions of stars by name. (Isaiah 40:26) How
much more so must he care about humans who worship
him! The apostle Paul wrote that "Jehovah knows those
who belong to him." (2 Timothy 2:19) This implies more
than simply memorizing names. God has intimate knowledge of his worshipers. We, in turn, should know God by
name and acquire intimate knowledge of his qualities.
The last book of the Bible describes a figurative book
in which God writes the names of all who have worshiped him throughout history. This book is called "the scroll
of life" because Jehovah God will grant everlasting life to
those whose names are written in it. (Revelation 17:8) This
is a bright prospect for those who know God by name.

God himself said: 'They will have to know
that my name is Jehovah." (Jeremiah 16:21)
On another occasion he declared: "I shall
certainly sanctify my great name, which was
being profaned among the nations, ... and
the nations will have to know that 1 am Jehovah." (Ezekiel 36:23) Some of these statements point to a time when Jehovah will act
with anger toward those who show disrespect for his name. The issue of his personal
name is no trivial matter to God.
Jehovah God Is Not Far From You

How can you get to know God by name?
What does it mean to know God by name?
The Bible answers: "Those knowing your
name will trust in you." (Psalm 9:10) Clearly,
knowing God by name involves more than
just knowing what his name is. You must
trust him. That means getting to know the
kind of God he is and learning about his
qualities and his thoughts. This will impel
you to trust him.

Only conscientious reading and studying
of the Bible can provide you with insight into
the kind of God that Jehovah is. He promises
to protect those who show affection for him
and his name. Regarding one who does so,
God says: "Because on me he has set his affection, I shall also provide him with escape.
I shall protect him because he has come to
know my name. He will call upon me, and
I shall answer him. I shall be with him in distress. I shall rescue him and glorify him. With
length of days I shall satisfy him, and I shall
cause him to see salvation by me."-Psalm
91:14-16.
What a wonderful relationship Jehovah
God has with those who know him by
name! You too can enjoy such a relationship. In your heartfelt prayers, never be hesitant about calling upon him by name. He will
answer because, as the Bible says, "he is not
far off from each one of uS."-Acts 17:27.

They Proclaimed God's Name
• Moses' song just before Israel entered the
Promised Land: "1 shall declare the name
of Jehovah. "-Deuteronomy 32:3.
• David's words to the giant Goliath: "1 am
coming to you with the name of Jehovah
of armies. "-1 Samuel 17:45.
• Job's words after the total loss of his possessions and the sudden death of all his
children: "Let the name of Jehovah continue
to be blessed. "-Job 1:21.
• The apostle Peter quoting the Hebrew
Scriptures in a speech: "Everyone who calls
on the name of Jehovah will be saved."
-Acts 2:21.
• The prophet Isaiah: "Give thanks to Jehovah, you people! Call upon his name. ...
Make mention that his name is put on
high. "-Isaiah 12:4.
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• Jesus Christ teaching his disciples to pray:
"You must pray, then, this way: 'Our Father
in the heavens, let your name be sanctified.' "-Matthew 6:9, 10.
• Jesus Christ praying to God: "1 have made
your name manifest."-John 17:6.
• God speaking to his people: "1 am Jehovah..
That is my name; and to no one else shall
I give my own glory."
-Isaiah 42:8.

Jehovah’s Witnesses Awake Magazine
Read the three Awake Magazine articles; “God Has a Name,” “The Fight against God’s Name,” and “How You Can Know God by
Name.” Answer the questions below specifically and concisely. Must be typed (Times New Roman, 12 pt., single spaced, 1 inch
margins).
1. What point is the last paragraph of the “God Has a Name” article making?
2. According to the “The Fight against God’s Name” article why do Christians not know the personal name of God?
3. What kind of significance does the last paragraph of this article place on knowing the name of God?
4. What question does the article say the next article is going to answer?
5. Does the article “How You Can Know God by Name” interpret Psalm 44:20-21 correctly or not? Why?
6. Does this article answer the question of the previous article? If so what is the answer?
7. What is the importance of Jehovah’s name, according to these articles?
8. What is your response to these articles and question seven?

